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SVENGALI CARDS 
INSTRUCTION MANUAL

NOTICE:

IN ORDER TO PERFORM WITH THE SVENGALI CARDS,

YOU MUST PREPARE THE DECK FIRST.

PLEASE REFER TO THE PREPARATION

 ON PAGE 3-4 IN THIS SECTION!

Enter the following web address into your web brower
or scan the QR code with a QR code scanner on your

smart device. Then enter the secret code below.

www.deyitoys.com/magicdeck
Then enter this code:kcedcigam

Have fun!

Adult assistance required.
* Some tools used in trick is not included in the product.



    3

SIMPLE MAGIC FOR KIDS & BEGINNERS

SVENGALI CARDS

Preparation 
Introduction: The Svengali cards 
Burling Hull, better known as "Volta 
the Great" or "The White Wizard," lived 
from ���� to ����. Not only was Hull a 
remarkable magician, illusionist, and mind 
reader, he also invented a large number of 
magic tricks. He published more than �� 

magic. 
Hull invented Svengali cards in ����. 

in such a way that the audience believes they are a normal deck of 
cards. You can show a deck of cards that is composed of completely 

suddenly revealing that all the cards have been transformed into 
the selected card. This deck of cards requires some practice, but 
requires no special expertise, and is well suited for beginners in 
magic! 

Before performing any tricks in front of an audience, there are some 
fundamental hand movements to learn. Once you have mastered 
them, you can use them to create your own sequence of tricks and 
prepare a show. 
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How does the Svengali Deck work?  
The workings of the deck are very 
simple. Because of the size of the force 
cards, they are easy to locate and thus 
perform amazing magic with. Before 
we begin, there are a couple of terms 

term is "cutting" the cards. To cut a 
deck of cards is the action of separating 
the cards into two piles. When you cut 

of the deck. Hold the deck in your left 
hand face down. You will now perform 

second term you need to be familar 

deck is to run your thumb from the 

your right thumb up the back end of 
the cards, stopping about halfway. Cut the cards at this point and 
tum over the uppermost card on the left hand packet. It will be 

N

appear to be the same. Why does this work? Well, the thumb only 

fall in pairs. While it may look like you are seeing all the cards, in 
reality the short cards fall with the long ones remaining hidden. If 
the deck is face up, the same thing happens, only you see the force 

Handling the Svengali Deck 
When handling the Svengali Deck, there are a few things you 
should know. First of all, when having a spectator select a card, 

"face up"

"face down"
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you need to "force" them to pick a "force card". This can be done 

cards fall. Separate the deck at this point and allow them to select 

cards from the ends and dribble the cards onto the table, allowing 
the spectator to say stop. At this point the top card on the table 
should be a "force" card. When handling the cards, be sure to tap 
the deck on the table frequently to square the cards. 

 

them to keep them in alternating order. The cards may be cut any 
number of times without disturbing the arrangement as well. If 

that you are breaking the deck above a force card. 

The Svengali Deck Classic Routine
 

The magician shows an ordinary deck of cards. He then asks a 
spectator to choose a card and remember it. Return the card to 
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deck. Finally, all the cards become the same as the chosen card. 

normal. 

Props:  
-- A Svengali Deck
(Nine of Hearts are slightly shorter than the others.) 

Preparation:  
Arrange the cards alternating one short & one long below as 
shown. 

Rules to remember when presenting the Svengali Deck:
�. Always even up the cards by tapping the end of the deck on the 
table. Fig. � 
�. Never spread the cards in a fan when asking someone to choose 
a card. Fig. � 
�. Always place the selected card in the same place from which it's 
taken. Then the deck will always be in the correct order. Fig. � 
�. When cutting the deck·always cut from the ends. Fig. � 

    Never fan(out)
the cards

Fig.1 Fig.2 Fig.3 Fig.4
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Basic Technique:  

thumb of the right hand on the upper end of the deck 

of the deck, bend the pack slightly and release the 
cards slowly, allowing them to fall into the left hand. 
Fig. �  
(Note: This will force the spectator to choose the correct card.) 

Presentation: 
Pick a Card 
�. Ask a spectator to say " Stop" in order to choose a card when 

�. Place the cards underneath those in your left hand. Fig. �
�. Show the exposed card, now the top card, to the spectator and 
tell him to remember it. Fig. �

Jumping Card: 
�. Cut the deck a few times and divide it into � piles. Fig. �
�. Ask the spectator to select a pile and take it in your left hand. 
Fig. �� 
�. Tap the top card and turn it over to reveal the chosen card. Fig. 
�� 
�. Place another pile on top of the cards in your left hand and snap 

card again to the spectator. 

Fig.5

Fig.6 Fig.7 Fig.8
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�. The spectator will be puzzled and you say "Let me do it slowly 
so you may see this time." Then place the remaining pile on top of 

�. Ask the spectator if he can see the secret. Of course he can't see 
it. Then you reveal the top card again to show it is the chosen card 
then place it underneath the whole deck.  
Fig. �� & �� 

The Miracle Change: 
��. Now ask the spectator if he would like to know the secret. Turn 

cards have changed to Nine of Hearts! Fig. �� & ��  
��. Casually cut the deck as you explain that everything is an 
illusion. 
Fig. �� 

Fig.9 Fig.10 Fig.11

Fig.12 Fig.13 Fig.14
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Fig.15 Fig.16 Fig.17

Fig.18 Fig.19
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guess their card
Name
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Notes
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Adult assistance required.
* Some tools used in trick is not included in the product.

Many of the  tricks in this manual have instructional videos 
available on our website. Enter the following web address into 
your web browser or scan the QR code with a QR code scanner on 
your smart device. Then enter the code below.

Go to the website:
www.deyitoys.com/2567

Then enter this code: ����
 We wish you and your child a fun and exciting time!
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��.INFLATION
Your money factory can also switch coins for you! Start with a 
coin on the base and cover it with the extra piece. During your 
performance, show a coin and put it onto the extra piece. Cover 
it with the lid and press down. As you do this say, “As a magician I 
am never short of money! All I need to do is cover a coin and say 

miraculously changed into a coin!

��.HEADS OR TAILS
Before your show, put a coin on the base, tail side up, covering it 
with the extra piece. During your performance, show your friends a 
coin, and put it head side up on the extra piece. Say, “I can always 
win a call of heads or tails by magic!” Cover the coin with the lid 
and say, “The coin is heads up, but if somebody calls out tails I can 
still win with my amazing powers!” Lift the lid to show that the coin 
has changed to be tails up! Finish by saying, “I love it when a plan 
comes together!”




